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MARYLAND MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO CONSPIRACY TO ACT 
AS AN IRAQI AGENT 

Defendant Shredded Documents and Lied to FBI Agents

Baltimore, Maryland - Saubhe Jassim Al-Dellemy, age 67, an Iraqi national living in
Maryland, pleaded guilty today to conspiracy to act as an agent of a foreign government,
specifically, as an agent of Iraq, announced United States Attorney for the District of Maryland
Rod J. Rosenstein and Patrick Rowan, Assistant Attorney General for National Security. 

 
“Documents recovered in Iraq by the United States Military led to Saubhe Jassim Al-

Dellemy’s confession that he secretly worked as an agent of the Iraqi Intelligence Service under
Saddam Hussein, using his restaurant as a meeting place and passing information to Iraqi
agents,” said U.S. Attorney Rod J. Rosenstein.  “Mr. Al-Dellemy lied about his work for Saddam
Hussein’s regime when he was questioned by FBI agents in 2008, long after he became a lawful
permanent resident of the United States.”

“The FBI is committed to rooting out and prosecuting those individuals who enjoy the
benefits of residing in this country but who are acting on behalf of hostile foreign Intelligence
services,” said Amy Jo Lyons, Special Agent in Charge of the FBI Baltimore Field Office.

“Since coalition forces invaded Iraq in 2003, the Justice Department has charged at least
a dozen people who served in the United States as illegal agents for the former Iraqi government
of Saddam Hussein or its feared intelligence service, the Mukhabbarat.  The number of these
cases underscores the reach of Saddam's intelligence service in America and the extent to which
the former Iraqi regime was concerned with defectors and expatriate groups here," said Patrick
Rowan, Assistant Attorney General for National Security. 

According to the plea agreement, under the regime of Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi
Intelligence Service (IIS) routinely recruited individuals, either currently in the United States or
to be placed into the United States, to support the IIS and the Government of Iraq.  Saubhe
Jassim Al-Dellemy, who became a lawful permanent resident of the United States in 2000, was
one of these individuals.  He was born in Iraq and was a member of the Ba’ath Party.  He came
to the United States as a student in the 1980s.  His education in the United States was paid for by
the Ba’ath Party.  In exchange, Al-Dellemy was expected to provide information to the
Government of Iraq on matters of interest to the government and the IIS. 
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Following the invasion of Iraq by coalition forces in March 2003, the United States
military obtained confidential IIS documents establishing that beginning in 1989, and continuing
through the Saddam Hussein regime, Al-Dellemy, referred to in many instances by the code
name “Adam,” had been providing information to officials of the Government of Iraq and
intelligence officers with the IIS.  This information included reporting on the identities and
activities of individuals and organizations in the United States that were opposed to Saddam
Hussein and his regime, and specifics regarding United States policy and actions towards the
Iraqi government.  The seized documents also established that Al-Dellemy periodically received
payments from the IIS and the Iraqi government as compensation for his assistance and
information.

Specifically, according the plea agreement, throughout the conspiracy Al-Dellemy
performed tasks at the Iraqi Embassy and at the Iraqi Interests Section (ISEC), formed  in 1991
within the Algerian Embassy in Washington, D.C., after the U.S. severed diplomatic relations
with Iraq for invading Kuwait.  For example, in 1990, around the time of the Iraqi invasion of
Kuwait, Al-Dellemy assisted in the shredding of Ba’ath Party and other diplomatic documents
maintained at the Iraqi Embassy that could compromise the Saddam Hussein regime and identify
those individuals in the United States who had been acting as agents of the IIS.  Al-Dellemy also
attended and organized social gatherings at the Iraqi Embassy and the ISEC, which were used to
recruit individuals to work for the IIS; to interact with individuals who were already working
with the IIS and Saddam Hussein’s regime; and to maintain the loyalties of the participants to the
Ba’ath Party and Saddam Hussein’s regime.  Throughout the conspiracy Al-Dellemy made a
restaurant he operated in Maryland available as a meeting place for IIS officers and Iraqi
government officials,  and utilized his restaurant as a means to gather information pertaining to
U.S. government agencies near the restaurant, such as the National Security Agency and Fort
George G. Meade.

Throughout the conspiracy, Al-Dellemy relied on fellow Ba’ath Party members and/or
sympathizers to provide him with information about the Iraqi opposition in the United States,
including members of the Iraqi community in Detroit, Michigan.  Al-Dellemy also gathered
information in Maryland regarding U.S. military training and travel concerning U.S. actions in
Iraq.

Al-Dellemy, at the request of Iraqi government officials, sought out individuals for
employment at the ISEC and in 2000, arranged for a coconspirator to be employed full-time at
the ISEC as an accountant and a driver.  This coconspirator continued his employment at the
ISEC through March 2003, then resumed his employment at the Iraqi Embassy when it reopened
in Washington, D.C., in December 2003.  The coconspirator continued to work at the Iraqi
embassy until March or April 2004.  The coconspirator acted as a conduit between Al-Dellemy,
Ba’ath Party members and loyalists in Detroit, and IIS and ISEC officials to transmit information
of interest to the IIS, the Saddam Hussein regime, and the Ba’ath Party.  Al-Dellemy was never
recognized by the Department of State or the Attorney General of the United States as a
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diplomatic or consular officer of the Government of Iraq, or officially or publicly acknowledged
and sponsored as an official, representative, or employee of Iraq.

According to the plea, Al-Dellemy never revealed his affiliation with the Ba’ath Party in
applications to the United States Immigration and Naturalization Service (now  United States
Citizenship and Immigration Services) for residency status in the United States, in an effort to
conceal his activities as an agent for the Iraqi government.  In addition, at the end of March
2003, Al-Dellemy and others destroyed numerous Ba’ath Party documents and related literature
in his possession that would have compromised the activities of Al-Dellemy and his
coconspirators as agents of the Iraqi government in the United States.  On October 13, 2008,
during an interview with FBI agents, Al-Dellemy falsely denied passing information to the IIS
and the Iraqi government, denied receiving payment from the IIS, and denied collecting
information on the Iraqi opposition movement and reporting that information to the IIS.

Al-Dellemy faces a  maximum sentence of five years in prison for conspiracy to act as an
agent for a foreign government. U.S. District Judge Richard D. Bennett has scheduled sentencing
for March 5, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.

United States Attorney Rod J. Rosenstein thanked the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement for their investigative work.  Mr. Rosenstein 
commended Assistant United States Attorney Christine Manuelian, who is prosecuting the case,
as well as Senior Trial Attorneys Robert E. Wallace and Clifford I. Rones, from the
Counterespionage Section of the Justice Department’s National Security Division, who provided
assistance in the case, and Assistant United States Attorney Harvey E. Eisenberg, Chief of
National Security, who supervised this case.


